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Westchester Modular Homes becomes first modular manufacturing plant in Northeast to achieve Energy Star Plant Certification
WINGDALE, NY, ISSUED MARCH 23, 2010…Westchester Modular Homes, Inc., a premier manufacturer of quality custom modular homes serving a nine-state area in the Northeast, has become the first modular home manufacturing plant in the Northeastern United States to obtain Energy Star certification.
This Energy Star Certification is obtained through the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and places Westchester Modular Homes in an elite class of manufacturing facilities. To become plant-certified, it was necessary for Westchester to undertake a rigorous, seven-month process which included a series of on-site inspections by federal EPA inspectors, who reviewed and evaluated construction procedures and tested the energy efficiency of homes built at the Wingdale, NY plant. In addition to the series of EPA inspections at the Wingdale, NY facility, inspectors visited three final destination sites, where each Westchester-constructed modular home was evaluated via the HERS Index (Home Energy Rating System).

 The HERS Index is a scoring system established by the Residential Energy Services Network (RESNET). The benchmark for evaluation is specifications of the 2006 International Energy Conservation Code, and the more energy-efficient a home is, the lower the score. Energy Star requirements are a 70 to 85 HERS score, and the Westchester units received scores in the range of 50, making them 50%  more energy efficient than homes built per the standard codes, and far exceeding the Energy Star requirements.
John George, Sales Manager of Projects for Westchester Modular Homes, is the person who navigated his company through the process. Plant certification, he says, saves time and money both for the independent authorized builders who contract with Westchester to build their homes, and for the end-users, the homebuyers.


With the Wingdale plant having successfully completed all certification requirements, this means that the HERS independent inspectors and raters do not need to travel to Wingdale to inspect the homes before they are delivered to the site.   Westchester’s Quality Control and Third Party inspectors verify the installation of the required items per the approved checklist, sign off the checklist, and send it to the HERS raters, assuring them that the Energy Star standards have been met. The home leaves the factory Energy Star ready. The independent authorized builder is then required to complete the house per the Energy Star guidelines so the HERS rater can complete the required Energy Star testing for the end user to qualify for Energy Star credits. 
“This saves the consumer anywhere between $500 and $1000, depending how far they are located from our Wingdale, NY plant,” said George. “It also saves the builders who work with us both time and money, and in return, our end users get the most energy-efficient products on the market today.”

Benefits to the consumer of an Energy Star rated home include:
· Properly Installed and effective insulation
· High performance windows

· Tight construction and ductwork

· Efficient heating and cooling equipment

· Lower energy costs

“One of the differences with a Westchester product is that there is independent verification that these are energy-efficient products,” he said. In addition to the cost savings for homeowners, most states have tax credits and/or rebates for products that are Energy Star certified.
There are over 60 plants in the United States which manufacture modular homes, and Westchester is one of a handful that have completed this rigorous certification, and the first in the Northeast.
George noted that this is a first in a series of steps that Westchester Modular Homes has implemented to expand its leadership role in the marketplace. In addition to Energy Star certification, Westchester has built several LEED certified homes and is working toward being a certified “GREEN” plant, while continuing its dedication to undertake other environmentally friendly, “green” initiatives.  
Internal “green” initiatives at Westchester
Westchester Modular Homes is also dedicated to being green with their production facility as well as with the homes they construct.  They replaced all the factory lighting with fluorescent lights. Changing the lights has the same effect as planting 27 trees, removing 18 cars from the road and saving 11,255 gallons of gasoline each year.  In addition to saving the environment from unwanted pollutants, this new lighting project will save Westchester Modular over $18,000 in energy costs per year. They recycle all waste electrical wire, copper, plastics, cardboard, the wood scrapes are chipped and utilized for mulch, the drywall scraps are crushed, screened, and sold as a soil amendment used to replace mined gypsum products.  The separated paper is sold as animal bedding.



About Westchester Modular Homes

Westchester Modular Homes, Inc. is a leading manufacturer of custom-built, energy-efficient modular homes. Headquartered in Wingdale, New York, the company was established in 1986 and became an Employee Owned Company in January 2000. Westchester Modular Homes employs about 175 people full-time in a specialized manufacturing facility.

A pioneer in systems-built housing, Westchester Modular Homes evolved into an industry leader through innovation in design, customization, superior craftsmanship and green building practices. The company markets homes through a network of independent builders in a nine-state area including New England, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Westchester Modular Homes conducts free tours of its factory at 30 Reagans Mill Road in Wingdale, New York on the first Saturday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Homebuyers are invited to come and discover first-hand how modular homes and additions are designed and built. Visitors must be at least 18 years old to tour the factory.

For further information, call Westchester Modular Homes toll-free at 800-832-3888 or visit www.westchestermodular.com.

