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Local 369 wins critical victory; National Grid dispatch employees vote to retain union as bargaining representative

BRAINTREE AND NORTHBOROUGH, MA, ISSUED MAY 18, 2011…Local 369, Utility Workers Union of America, AFL-CIO won a critical, resounding victory in a union election at National Grid May 16. The election involved a group of dispatch employees at the Company’s Northborough, Massachusetts facility who voted by a margin of 53 to 16 to retain Local 369 as their representative.

The election, which was overseen by the National Labor Relations Board, occurred amidst a harsh round of downsizing by the giant British utility, including the layoffs of some 1200 management personnel in the New England and Middle Atlantic states.

“These workers know this is a period of flux and turmoil at National Grid right now,” said Local 369 President David Leonardi. “As this Company downsizes and lays off thousands, these workers know that having a union representing them is one of the only forms of protection for them and their families.” He added, “We have spoken out previously against this reckless form of downsizing, and now more than ever, the importance of having someone represent workers cannot be overstated.”

The dispatchers organized into a union in January 2010 by a so-called “card check” agreement that National Grid recognized, and the Company and the Union have been in negotiations toward a first contract since that time. The election held yesterday occurred as a result of a 2007 NLRB decision called Dana Corp., which permits for full NLRB ballot elections under certain circumstances where employees originally organized into a union via “card check.”

The represented dispatchers said that they were very pleased at the outcome of the election, and look forward to winning an equitable contract that provides fair wages, benefits and on-the-job protections.

“We worked hard to get this union, and we worked hard to keep this union” said dispatcher Kathleen Carbonneau. “We hope this sends a message to National Grid that my colleagues and I just want dignity and security.” 

About UWUA Local 369

UWUA Local 369 represents 3300 union energy professionals, keeping the cities and towns in Eastern and Central Massachusetts, as well as the Cape and Islands, powered with natural gas, electric and nuclear energy. The union represents workers at NSTAR, Boston Generating, National Grid, Entergy, Exelon, Maverick Construction, Astoria Energy, CCS Environmental, Greener Resources, New England Gas, Elec Comm, Hingham Municipal Lighting, and Covanta. Members fill a wide range of positions including transmission and distribution, meter reading, engineering and work control functions, mechanics, fossil generation, nuclear power reactor operators, scientists and chemists, computer engineers and technicians, laboratory instrument control, radiation protection technicians, technical specialists, instructors, nuclear maintenance mechanics, utility construction workers, communication workers, and other specialty classifications. The Utility Workers Union of America Local 369 maintains offices at 120 Baystate Drive, Braintree, MA 02184 and 356 Main Street, Fairhaven, MA 02719.  For additional information, please call 781-848-3740 or e-mail info@uwua369.org.

