FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Jim Farrell, PR first, (781) 681-6616, jfarrell@prfirst.com
Protection against social media lawsuits advisable, says Amity Insurance 

QUINCY, MA ISSUED DECEMBER 28, 2010…. The growing use of social media has created a number of unique risks, including potential litigation for comments made on-line – while the use of extreme caution when posting is the best defense against a lawsuit, a personal umbrella policy can help to provide peace of mind, according to Amity Insurance Agency, Inc., the region's leading full service agency.

Take for example, a case in 2009 when a teenager in New York sued several of her classmates and their parents, accusing them of humiliating her in a Facebook Forum.  Regardless of whether the allegations proved true, the accused teens and their parents required legal resources to pay for potential judgments against them.

While many believe a standard homeowner’s insurance policy will cover them in such a situation that is typically not the case.  A standard policy covers bodily injury or property damage done to someone else; the definitions of bodily injury and property damage do not include publishing or saying something that injures another’s reputation.  Therefore, a standard homeowner’s policy is not likely to cover a Facebook post.

A good source to consider for additional coverage is a personal umbrella policy for it provides additional insurance in circumstances where a loss has depleted the amounts of liability insurance offered under a homeowner’s policy.  Umbrella policies usually have a $250 to $500 deductible, but have the potential to protect the policyholder from financial devastation.

While choosing words carefully when on a social networking site is the best way to avoid potential trouble, it may be wise to speak with an insurance professional about an umbrella policy if you or family members are regular participants of social media.

About Amity Insurance

Amity Insurance Agency, Inc. is a full-service agency dedicated to meeting your business, professional and personal insurance needs. 

Amity Insurance is licensed in most states. The agency maintains headquarters at 500 Victory Road, North Quincy 02171.  For information on products or services, please visit www.amityinsurance.com or call (800) 940-4010 to schedule a free analysis of insurance needs.    

