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Amity Insurance: Keep Your Home Safe during Holiday Travels 

QUINCY, MA ISSUED December 8, 2010….Whether it’s an extended trip to an exotic destination or a long weekend visit with relatives, an empty house during the holidays is a tempting target for burglary, but a few basic tips can go a long way toward making this season a safe one, according to Amity Insurance, Inc., the region’s leading full service agency.

Take an assessment of your house prior to departure and make sure that all locks on doors and windows are working, secure and sturdy.

Inform a trusted neighbor about your itinerary, including estimated time of departure, arrival and return.  Make sure that individual has a key to your front door to periodically check on the house in addition to a couple telephone numbers where you can be reached during an emergency.

Do not broadcast your travel plans via social network channels.  You may look at it as sharing exciting holiday plans with Twitter and Facebook friends, but be aware that tech-savvy strangers can easily take advantage of information provided by unsuspecting social media users.

A house that appears empty is an invitation for trouble; stop newspaper delivery to avoid papers piling up and have that trusted neighbor take in your mail and any packages left on the front steps or porch.  And while you’re at it, ask your neighbor to place garbage cans out on the curb on normal pickup days and bring them back in after pickup.  Also, arrange for someone to rake leaves and/or plow snow if you’re away for an extended period.

Your home shouldn’t appear empty on the inside, either.  Use light timers, never leave a message on your answering machine that indicates you’re on vacation and always keep curtains blinds and shades in a normal position.

Lock garage doors and windows and secure storage sheds, attic entrances and yard gates – and never leave valuables in plain sight.  

With some common sense prevention measures, you can rest assured you’ve done all you can to ensure the safety of your home when on holiday travel.

About Amity Insurance

Amity Insurance Agency, Inc. is a full-service agency dedicated to meeting your business, professional and personal insurance needs. Amity Insurance is licensed in most states. The agency maintains headquarters at 500 Victory Road, North Quincy 02171.  For information on products or services, please visit www.amityinsurance.com or call (800) 940-4010 to schedule a free analysis of insurance needs.    

